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Jayden Morris’
Courageous Fight
Sadly, Jayden passed away on May 12,
2016 under the loving care of his family, Grant
and Hospice Southland staff, after fighting
courageously for 18 months.
Before Jayden passed away, Grant and
Jayden’s parents Geoff and Tracy talked with
him about a foundation in his honour and
what he would like to achieve. His response
was: “to give back”.
So that is what Grant, Geoff and Tracy,
sister Samara and close friends are doing
through the brand The Chemo Crazies
Charitable Trust.
Next year they will provide the 150
children diagnosed with cancer every year
with a “Prescription Pack”. This pack will
contain a book with the caricatures J-Dog
(Jayden) and G-Man (Grant) and the crazy
adventures and antics they got up too
during their time together. It is designed to
encourage families to make the most of the
good days, create memories, stay positive
and laugh, even though it is the worst time in
your life. Jayden’s dad Geoff has designed a
board game along the same lines as snakes
and ladders – you are in hospital trying to
get home. Wooden blocks, that will have
“Keep fighting the hard battles in life
letters on them and the children will have
and just keep going.” Powerful words
a list of words that they will come across,
from an 11-year-old boy a lot wiser
and become quite familiar with during their
than his years.
treatment and they can make these words
These words are intended to inspire and
with the blocks. A stress ball will also be
empower those who are living with and
provided to knock those blocks down on a
effected by cancer, and were said while Jayden tough day, or when they are having a stressful
Morris lay in his bed at Hospice Southland,
procedure. Chemo Crazies glow in the dark
videoed by his best mate Grant Gerken.
wrist bands, pin, sunglasses and many more
Together they are The Chemo Crazies!
fun things to put a smile on the children’s
Grant and Jayden met in Christchurch
faces, even if only briefly.
Hospital while both receiving treatment,
The Chemo Crazies website is about
Jayden for Primitive Neuroectodermal Tumor to launch. People are able to go onto the
(PNET – brain tumour) and Grant Follicular
website and donate or sponsor a pack (which
Lymphoma. The two formed an unbreakable
is $30). They hope to sell merchandise soon
bond and together produced video blogs to
such as t-shirts, hats and books etc (that will
promote their fight with cancer in the most
start in the New Year). You can follow them on
positive way possible. Their motto – “laughter their Facebook page – The Chemo Crazies
is the best medicine”. During their time
(3,740 followers) like and share.
together they have inspired many people with
“We know Jayden will have his famous
their off-the-wall antics and positive attitude to huge smile on his face, he will be so proud
living life to the fullest, not-withstanding their
of us and we live by his words every day, his
inevitable futures.
legacy is definitely alive”.

From the CEO
Andrew Leys
At Hospice Southland
we have recently been
working through a
strategic review which
included a revision of
our core values. Being
“grateful” is at the heart
of our new values. As hospice staff we
have defined the action of this value
as “we embrace the privilege to make
a difference every day thanks to our
communities support”.
Many will believe that working for
hospice is a very challenging job,
and there is no doubt this is certainly
the case. However, we are also very
privileged in the work we do in so
many ways and we never want to lose
sight of this.

‘‘

...we embrace
the privilege to make
a difference every
day thanks to our
communities support...”
For me, I’m constantly humbled by
the work my team does in supporting
patients, their family and close friends
through their journey with hospice. On
a daily basis I get a precious insight
into the very best of humanity while
watching the whole team collaborate
to make a very real difference for each
patient.

Donate now to Hospice Southland Bank account 03-1745-0005791-00.
Please use your name/organisation and phone number as a reference.

CONTINUED OVERLEAF

CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER . . .

While many see what we do at hospice
as overwhelmingly sad, this is far from the
truth. The work the team does is far from just
about comforting patients while managing
symptoms as best we can. Through our
focus on our core purpose of “Living Every
Moment”, the team see that making even a
very small difference for a patient and their
wider whanau can mean so much.
Of course, without our communities
support, none of this would be possible, and
once again we are reminded of this every day.
A fabulous story about this is when a
young couple decided to hold their wedding
at Hospice Southland recently. At short notice
they decided to bring their plans forward so
that a close family member, who was a patient
at Hospice, could be at the ceremony.
The team at hospice worked with the family
around making all this possible while still
making the day a special one for the bride
and groom.
With only a day’s notice, a big shout-out
went on Facebook for volunteers to help
bring our huge gardens back to their very
best. The very next day we had more than 25
volunteers working in our gardens to make it
all happen.
A couple of days later we were lucky to
see the ceremony held in our gardens, with
the bridal party, guests and the venue looking
their very best.
Being grateful for the privilege to make a
difference each day is key to how the team
manage the challenges of their role.
We certainly are privileged by the support
we receive from you. We should all celebrate
that we live in such a compassionate and
caring community.
I’d just like to say thank you to the team
at hospice, to our patients and their whanau,
our volunteers and everyone who pitches in
to support Hospice Southland, because every
day it is a privilege to see the difference we
can make together.

Mitch Backhouse, Celine Collins, Boggy McDowell and Gerdi Schumann

CHARD FARM’S GENEROUS DONATION
It wasn’t until Chard Farm owner Rob Hay’s father, Des Hay, became really ill he
realised his family was not able to look after their ailing father and provide the care
needed in his final days. Rob called on hospice to help and was immediately made
aware of how important the service is in a community – particularly in places hospice isn’t
available. Rob was also surprised at the lack of Government funding for all hospices in
New Zealand, and the need for community support.
More than a year on from his father’s death, Rob and his family are showing ongoing
support for the hospice and doing their bit to make sure the service remains in the
Wakatipu Basin area.
Rob has raised more than $15,800 by donating the $10 tasting fee from the cellar door
at Chard Farm. They decided to ask people for a donation to the local hospice if they
didn’t purchase wine, rather than request a tasting fee.
“We thought that we could try and leverage off the altruistic nature of people visiting our
cellar room door, and it’s worked incredibly well. People have been very generous with
their donations.”
Rob found often people would give more than the asking fee because they knew it was
for a good cause and often even after purchasing a few cases of wine.
“People realise they, or their family, will need hospice care at some stage, or know
someone that will need it. Especially in Queenstown, it’s a concern that a lot of people
have. People don’t want to leave the area to go somewhere else for palliative care.”
The money raised by Chard Farm will remain in the Wakatipu Basin area.

New Complementary
Therapies
Hospice Southland is excited
to be offering a new range of
Complementary Therapies.
These are treatments that are
non-medical but which enhance
the care that we can offer to our
patients.

Proms

The Last of the Proms in October was a
roaring success raising $18,600 for Hospice
Southland. The Inner Wheel of Invercargill
North put in a huge amount of effort to get
the Proms up and running, and in the end
sold 831 tickets. The club said the night was
beyond their wildest dreams and there was
a possibility another Proms would be on the
cards in two years time. Our very own Dr
Amanda Somerfeldt took part in the night
wowing the audience with her impressive
violin playing skills.
David McMeeking, Michelle Walker and
Rebecca Ryan.

Good Bitches Baking ladies Aimee Spicer,
Suzanna Selwood and Hospice
Southland house manager Janita Culling.

Good Bitches Baking
treats for Hospice Southland

In October we had a visit from some lovely
women delivering sweet treats. This is who they are:
Good Bitches Baking is a nationwide charity
delivering a little bit of sweetness to people going
through a difficult time. The Invercargill chapter was
started a couple of years ago by friends Suzanna
and Sarah, it has grown and now we have a
number of volunteers that bake, and we even have
a delivery crew lead by Aimee. We are a group of
people whom love baking and were looking to be
able to help out people in the community.

www.hospicesouthland.org.nz

We now have available
massage and lymphoedema
therapy, music therapy,
aromatherapy, Reiki, pet
therapy, cognitive behavioural
therapy, podiatry and even a
hairdresser.
We appreciate the input of the
therapists who have joined our
team, some of whom are able to
offer these services to hospice
for free. Some of the people
who have joined our team are
also available in some rural
areas, and while there are some
limitations on availability, but this
is an exciting extension of what
we have been able to offer in
the past.
It is possible that we will be
able to extend the services in
the future as more therapists
become available.

VANESSA’S LEAVING US

When Dr Vanessa Jackson arrived in Invercargill in
August 2015, it wasn’t what she was used to. Having
lived in big bustling cities all her life, Invercargill was
very quiet in comparison. A year-and-a-half later
Vanessa says she has never felt so comfortable
somewhere. But unfortunately at the end of the year we
have to say goodbye to her.
Vanessa had been to New Zealand previously when
one of her best friends moved to Wellington. She always
wanted to live abroad and knew a hospice role would
suit her. The doctor at Hospice Southland before her
was preparing to leave, she applied for the job and
before she knew it she was living at the bottom of the
South Island.
The friendly staff at hospice made her feel part of
the team immediately and she was blown away by how
welcome Southlanders made her feel.
Vanessa is heading back to her home of Northern
Ireland where she will remain until after her 30th birthday
in January. She will then take off to South-East Asia
where she will travel with one of her best friends. But
after that, who knows? She doesn’t really have a plan,
she says, she’s just going to take it as it comes.

Hospice Classic
The Hospice Classic is coming back for
2017! We need sponsors for 18 holes as
well as teams of four to take part on the
day. There will be some excellent prizes up
for grabs! If you would like to register your
interest or sponsor a hole, please email
Suzanne.prentice@hospicesouthland.org.
nz or call 03 211 3081. It promises to be a
fantastic day!

FROM THE SHOPS

All four of the hospice shops will be
closing on December 22 and reopening
on January 5. The teams wish everyone a
very merry Christmas and look forward to
seeing you in the New Year.
INVERCARGILL: After deciding they
needed their own defibrillator for the
Invercargill Hospice Shop, the team of
volunteers and staff began fundraising with
the support of Lorraine Malcolm, who has
been donating eggs and recyclable metal for
several years. With the $1438 they raised
and a generous donation from a local family,
they were able to purchase their defibrillator
in August. It was a very proud day for the
team.

QUEENSTOWN

INVERCARGILL

GORE

WINTON

WINTON: Winton Hospice Shop has been
very busy recently, gearing up for the festive
season. Coming up in December there will
be Santa photos in store. Keep an eye on
the Facebook page to see what date it will
be starting.
Winton Open Day is on Sunday,
December 11. Come out for a great day of
shopping and fun, great for all ages. Make
sure you sample the Winton Hospice Shop
BBQ, which will have whitebait sammies,
venison and a few other surprises.
Store manager Maree would like to say
a HUGE thank you to all the donors and
sponsors, especially Farm Source.
GORE: The Gore Hospice Shop has had
a busy year hosting two fashion shows in
store. The volunteers made beautiful models
and great helpers. Thanks to everyone who
supported these events.
The volunteers have been busy making
garments for the dolls that are brought out
for Christmas sales. They put many hours in
to restore dolls houses, prams and cots to
make the dolls a huge success once again.
Earlier in the year the shop purchased
a new truck with help of a grant from the

Mataura Licensing Trust. It has been a
saviour when it comes to moving items and
doing heavy lifting.
Unfortunately one of the shop’s volunteers
passed away earlier this year. The staff all
miss her great sense of humour and she will
always be in their hearts.

The guest didn’t want it back so they
donated it to the Queenstown Hospice Shop.
Manager Boggy McDowell said to the woman
from Copthorne he didn’t think they had ever
sold a wedding dress and it was a pity it was a
bit marked. So she said if you want to sell it, we
will dry-clean it for you and bring it back, free
of charge. A fortnight later the dress was back,
QUEENSTOWN: A woman from the
clean and on sale on Trade Me with all the
Copthorne Hotel in Queenstown dropped in a money going to Hospice Southland. It is listed
beautiful wedding dress and veil that was left under the user name hospice_sthland if you
behind by an overseas guest.
want to bid on it!

interested in becoming a volunteer? Get in touch with us today! Phone 03 211 3081

THANK YOU TO OUR
GENEROUS DONORS!
Kathryn Allen – $1000 Donation
Hope Southland – $5393.20
Refreshing In Patient Lounge Rooms
Mrs Mary Howard – $1000
In Memory of Donation
Southland Ostomy Society – $1550 Donation
Invercargill Licensing Trust – $40,000
Grant – Operational Funding 2016-17
Southern Victorian Charitable Trust – $6000
Grant – Operational Funding
C S Roofing Invercargill – $1100 Donation
Counselling & Human Relations Centre – $3000
Patient and Family Support
The Hugh Anderson Charitable Trust – $5000
2016 Donation
Mrs Toni Wells – $1000
In Memory of Donation

In July 2017, Hospice Southland turns 25! To celebrate we
are having a special dinner on July 22. Details are yet to be
confirmed, but save the date to be part of the celebrations!

Remembrance Trees – From November 21 Hospice Southland will have

Trees of Remembrance up again for the public to write a message for their loved one
this Christmas. Trees will be up in the Invercargill Farmers store and the Ascot Park
Hotel reception. For a donation you can get a tag to write the name of your loved one
and a message to hang from the Christmas tree. All proceeds raised in the campaign
will remain in the Southland-Wakatipu area. The campaign will run until December 24.

Wish List

•

Plastic supermarket bags or rubbish bags

•

Toilet paper

•

Serviettes			

•

Coffee

•

Sugar			

•

New tealight candles

•

Candles			

•

Tissues

•

Self-saucing puddings

•

Paper towels

•

Roho Cushion – $1000 each x3 – Used to prevent and treat pressure ulcers.
It offers comfort and protection for people relying on wheelchairs for 		
mobility.

•

Sponsor a nurse
– Cost to provide Inpatient Meals (including wages and food) – $190 per day
– Sponsor a community nurse (includes wages, travel costs, education and
training) – $420 per day
– Community vehicle running costs (to allow doctors and nurses to visit
patient’s homes) – $500 per month

DONATE NOW

Kathleen Dorothy Kirby Charitable Trust – $4000
Grant
NZ Lottery Grant Board – $23,000
Salary Support for Support Services
Southland Medical Foundation – $1445
Staff travel Palliative Care Conference
Southland Medical Foundation – $1445
Staff travel Palliative Care Conference
Southern Mustang Club Incorporated – $1000
Fundraiser held at Twizel
Mr John Ward – $1000 Donation

Call for
Street
Appeal
Volunteers
We are after volunteers to help out with our
annual Street Appeal on February 24 in
Invercargill, Winton, Gore, Mataura, Bluff,
Riverton, Stewart Island, Queenstown
and Te Anau. If you would like to help
out, please get in touch with our events
coordinator Suzanne by emailing
Suzanne.prentice@hospicesouthland.org.nz
or call 03 211 3081.

Hospice Southland contact details:

03 211 3081 – Hospice Southland, Gate 1, Southland Hospital Grounds, Invercargill
To make a direct credit via the Hospice Southland bank account, please use 03-1745-0005791-00.
Please use your name/organisation and phone number as a reference.
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Save the date for the 25th Anniversary!

Like us on
Facebook http://
www.facebook.com/
hospicesouthland

