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An Incredible
Friendship
There is no giveaway Colin Maynard
has an impairment. He will look you in
the eye when speaking to you, he gets
around town without help, and he loves
visiting people. The only thing you might
notice is the badge pinned to his chest
which reads “I am visually impaired.”

Every three or four weeks, the 80-year-old
takes a couple of buses, walks several
blocks, and visits his good friend Rob Smith.
Colin is unable to recognise people, drive a
car, or read, but he can make out enough to
help him get around.
He uses various landmarks to get his
bearings - he knows there is an empty lot a
few houses down from Rob’s and he knows
he has to cross a couple of streets to get to
the bus stop.
The visit suits them both because Rob
doesn’t like long visits, and Colin has a bus
to catch, but it means they get a quick catch
up.
The friendship began in August 2015,
about a year after Rob was diagnosed
with Motor Neuron Disease, a neurological
condition that causes the progressive
degeneration of specialised nerve cells.

Rob has been confined to a motorised
wheelchair, but that doesn’t stop him.
A friend of Colin’s, who works at
Southland Hospital, said to him one
day, “You like visiting people, how about
you visit a man named Rob?” She then
told Rob she knew a man who would
like to visit him.
“Talk about matchmaking,” Rob
grins.
The pair come from different walks
of life, but they get along as if they’ve
know one another all along. The visit is
good for both of them, Rob says.
Colin admires his friend’s courage.
“He gives me strength. I might have
a disability, but I’m mobile,” he says.
Rob thinks the opposite.
“I reckon Colin’s the inspiration.”
Rob joins the Hospice Southland
Day Programme every Tuesday and
has done for about three and a half
years.
Nothing stops Colin’s social calls.
He’s even visited while Rob was in
respite care at Hospice Southland.
Both Colin and Rob’s situations
could be frustrating for others, but they
take in their stride.
“Rob is battling away. You have to
accept things. There is no use fighting
it,” Colin says as he hops on board the
bus to make his way across town and
back home. n
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From the CEO
Andrew Leys
We are very grateful,
as a team here at
hospice, to see so many
examples of compassion
in our community, and
how rewarding it is for
all concerned when
individuals connect to provide friendship
and support. Such stories, when shared,
help remind us of how important the
hospice vision of Living Every Moment
has for us all, and how lucky we are to
live in such a caring community. n

Save the Date for
Hospice Southland’s
25th Anniversary!
In July, Hospice Southland will celebrate
its 25th anniversary. Stories such as
Colin and Rob’s are so important to
us here at hospice, particularly when
we are celebrating. We would love to
hear your story. Please email yours
anniversary@hospicesouthland.org.
nz or phone 03 211 3081 and speak to
Georgia Weaver about it.
Planning is also underway for a
dinner on July 22 and we would like to
invite you along. Details are still being
finalised, but the ticket price includes
a three-course meal and a night of
entertainment. To register your interest
please either email anniversary@
hospicesouthland.org.nz or call 03 211
3081. Further details will be available in
the next newsletter. n

Introducing our new doctor Liam Watson

At the beginning of the year, the team at Hospice Southland welcomed a new doctor on
board, Liam Watson from England. He has replaced Vanessa Jackson, who sadly left us
for her home of Northern Ireland in December. The 25-year-old hails from Maidstone in the
county Kent, also known as the garden of England. He attended university in Newcastle, in
north-eastern England and entered into his first role as a doctor in Middlesbrough. At the
time, Liam lived five minutes away from where Captain James Cook was born. About two
years later Liam moved to Tunbridge Wells in the Accident and Emergency Department,
before he took the plunge and moved to New Zealand. Liam didn’t know what he wanted to
do long-term, but knew palliative care was where his interest lay. When Liam saw the role at
Hospice Southland advertised on a medical website, he decided to give it a go. There was a
lot of difference someone could make when it came to palliative care, he said. Because it is a
sensitive, difficult time, it wasn’t just medical help to be given, but holistic, such as being able
to talk. This is Liam’s first time in New Zealand, though he has some relatives dotted about
the country and has two of his best mates from medical school are working in Auckland
and Rotorua. While in New Zealand, Liam plans to explore and get into skiing and golf. He
has already put his excellent golf skills to good use representing Hospice Southland at the
Hospice Classic golf tournament in March.

Calf rearing
opportunity
Hospice Southland
is teaming up with
Farmsource and
The Dairy Women’s
Network for a calf
rearing fundraiser.
Find out how you
can support your
local hospice by
emailing calves@
hospicesouthland.
org.nz

Entertainment Book
FUNDRAISER
HAPPENING AGAIN
We are selling the Entertainment
Book again! For just $60 you
get more than $20,000 worth of
value. You can sign up for either
the Entertainment Book, or the
digital membership, meaning all
the deals are right there on your
smart phone. Included with this
newsletter is a sign up form you
can fill out and drop into Hospice
Southland or email georgia.
weaver@hospicesouthland.org.
nz. The sale of every book gives
us 20 per cent of the funds, all of
which stays in Southland. Spread
the word and get some amazing
deals in Southland, Otago and
Queenstown!

TREE OF REMEMBRANCE OUTCOME

In December, we held our annual Tree of Remembrance campaign where, for a donation, you could leave a message
remembering your loved one and hang it from a Christmas tree. We had four locations this year, the Winton and Gore
Hospice Shops, Ascot Park Hotel and Farmers in Invercargill. It was incredibly successful and all together we raised
$16,422.71. Thank you all for your generous contributions, we love being able to have campaigns such as these. Remember,
all funds raised in Southland stay in Southland.

Hospice Golf Classic

Teams from businesses throughout Invercargill donned their golf gear and
participated in the Craigs Investment Partners Hospice Classic 2017 on March 24.
There were 16 hole sponsors and about 20 teams that played on the day. We had
some amazing support from businesses who donated prizes and auction items
for the day. It raised $17,027.30 for hospice, all of which will stay in Southland.
Another big thank you to all the sponsors, supporters and help we had on the day!

OUR VOLUNTEER FROM THE US
Gail Lee Clobridge is like a breath of fresh
air whooshing through our shops. She is just
about to wrap up her visit to New Zealand and
is already looking to the next one.
It’s Gail’s third time coming to Gore and
helping out in the Hospice Shop. She comes
to volunteer, and her partner comes to fish.
Gail has a way of making each and every
person she comes into contact with feel like

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are after some more volunteers –
particularly at our shop in Queenstown!
It is a great, friendly environment with
plenty of bargains just waiting to be
scooped up. We are looking for people
to work a couple of hours here and
there, whenever suits! If you would like
to give it a go, even just to try it out,
you can drop in and have a chat to
the store manager Boggy, or email our
volunteer coordinator at robyn.bye@
hospicesouthland.org.nz and see if it
is for you.

a light that has touched her life, whether it’s
the bear hug for the volunteer who won’t see
her again until her return next year, or the
vigorous handshake to someone she’s just
met.
Gail loves her three months spent in
Gore each year. “The people are lovely and
the area is tremendous. You’re not going to
find many places that are as nice as here.”
Though the weather is not always so great,
she says. But at the time, it was better than
her home town in New York State, which was
blanketed in 30 inches of snow.
Six years ago, Gail was diagnosed with
cancer. She battled her way through it and, in
her words, is free now.
Gail is largely active, she likes to move
about, chat with people, and be proactive.
When she returns home, she will help out
in place that homes those with terminal
illnesses. It’s like a hospice, but it is for those
who do not have anyone to look after them,
or anywhere else to go. “I want to be with the
people, talk to them, and have some tea.”
She rocks on the two back legs of her
chair as she speaks, her voice filling every
corner of the room.
She loves helping and has a wicked
sense of humour. And she would have it no
other way. “If you’re not laughing, you’re not
living.”

Another successful
Street Appeal result
The annual Street Appeal, on February
24, was hugely successful this year!
We had 37 collection points throughout
Southland and the Wakatipu Basin,
with more than 100 dedicated
volunteers helping us collect. This
year we raised a record $23,328.90 $4722.40 up on last year! Thank you to
everyone who helped out on the day,
we couldn’t do it without you!

Bailey and Lewis
generous donation
We love working with the great team
from Baillie and Lewis pharmacy. They
have been a great supporter of Hospice
Southland for many years and the work
they do is amazing. We were recently
surprised with a very generous $5000
donation from them – $1300 was raised
from the sale of their calendars and they
topped up the rest. A huge thank you to
the amazing team!

Pulling together to purchase a Hovermatt
Last year, with the help of some amazing supporters, Hospice Southland was
able to purchase a Hovermatt. The Day Programme organised a raffle, with all
proceeds going towards the matt. We also received a grant from The Southern
Trust and was generously given $1000 from the Riversdale Lions Club to help
buy it. It’s an inflatable mattress that helps bariatric patients, or when someone
has had a fall. It ensures both the patient and the staff don’t hurt themselves
while on the move. Thank you to everyone helped us with this purchase!

THANK YOU TO OUR
GENEROUS DONORS!
Bowls Southland Charity Pairs Comp – $1280
– Annual Charity Bowls Tournament
Mr Neville Stronach – $1000 – Donation
Mr G McKenzie – $1000
– In Memory Of Donation
Anonymous – $5000 – Donation
Chard Farm – $15,800.36 – Donation
The Southern Trust – $7674 – Grant
Lions Club of Riversdale – $1000 –
For Hovermatt
E Hayes & Sons – $1150 –
Community Donation Box
Inner Wheel Club of Invercargill – $18,600
– Last Night of the Proms event
Bruce & June Matheson – $1000 – Donation
Invercargill Licensing Trust – $1000 – Grant
Our Patch – $1850 – Donation
Bishop’s Office, Catholic Pastoral Centre –
$1000 – Advent Collection Donation

• Plastic bags or rubbish bags • Coffee • Tissues • Toilet paper
• Old working smart phones • AAA Batteries
• Hills prescription diet thyroid care cat food
from Elles Road Vets or a cash donation for cat food
• Topper pads to cushion beds available from Spotlight

W Duncan Bickley Trust Fund – $7500 – Grant

• Ear thermometer – about $600

• Portable CD

player from
Noel Leeming
x 6 $139.99 –
These will be
used in each of
the six In-Patient
Unit rooms so
patients are able
to listen to music
or the radio
during their stay.

• Oto/ophthalmascope set –

blood pressure cuff
– about $60-$80

DONATE NOW

D Warren – $5000 – In Memory of Donation

Mr Dick Whyte – $1653 – Sale of Bonsai Trees

are used for skin protection, support and
comfort for our patients.

• A large adult

Farmers – $15,999.11
– Tree of Remembrance 2016
The Southland Motorcycle Club – $1500
– Burt Munro Rally – Bike Items Auctioned

• Roho Cushion $1000 – These cushions

It is used to get
accurate and reliable
temperature readings
in a comfortable way
for patients. Innovative
technology ensures
accurate readings.

ILT Staff Charitable Trust – $5000
– Pressure mattresses & general expenses

about $400 – Diagnostic sets are
critical for a clinician to perform
a comprehensive physical exam.
It also means quick and efficient
operation.

Peak Projects Int Ltd – $1000 – Donation
Mr Brian Wilson – $1000
– In Memory of Donation
Mr Graham Hoyle – $2000
– In Memory of Donation
Mr M Hall – $500 – Donation

Hospice Awareness Week activities
Hospice Awareness Week is rapidly
approaching, on the week of May 15-21. This
year we will be holding an afternoon tea, a
presentation at the library about the terminally
ill patient and some sausage sizzles around
Invercargill. Keep an eye out on Facebook for
further details or email suzanne.prentice@
hospicesouthland.org.nz for more details.
Craigs 04550

Wishlist

If you have any queries about the items on the wishlist,
please call Georgia on 03 211 3081
or email georgia.weaver@hospicesouthland.org.nz

Preston Russell – $25,000
– Estate Stewart Peter Gale
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03 211 3081 – Hospice Southland, Gate 1, Southland Hospital Grounds, Invercargill
To make a direct credit via the Hospice Southland bank account, please use 03-1745-0005791-00.
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Like us on
Facebook http://
www.facebook.com/
hospicesouthland

